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Dear Parents
Welcome to Nursery!
We hope you have all enjoyed a relaxing summer break. This leaflet will give you all the information you will need as your child starts in Nursery. However, please do feel free to come and ask one of the team if you have any questions.
The team working with your child in Nursery will be Mrs Chester (Class Teacher), Mrs Abadee, Mrs Botwright (Learning Support Assistants) and Mrs Davis (Lunchtime Supervisor).
In nursery each child is allocated a key worker. Your child’s key worker should be your first point of contact if you need to give us any information about your child. Please feel free to come into the classroom if the adult you need is not on the door.
We have 3 key worker groups: 
Cats: Mrs Chester
Dogs: Mrs Abadee
Rabbits: Mrs Botwright
Please refer to the attached sheet which lists the children in each of the above groups.

LCPS Key Values
‘Ready, Respectful, Resilient’ - at LCPS we believe these values to be at the heart of everything we do and believe they are fundamental to providing a learning environment which is safe, happy and caring. Throughout your child’s time in Nursery we will be continually modelling and reinforcing the above values; our aim is to encourage and support each child to be the best they can be by keeping these at the forefront of their mind in their work and in their play.

What will I be learning? 
During the first part of the Autumn term we will be settling the children into their new environment and our topic work will be focused on ‘All about Me’ and ‘Autumn’. Activities will be planned to support children to share information about their lives and talk about themselves, their families and their homes.
After half term, then we will cover ‘Autumn Festivals’, ‘Light and Dark’ and ‘Christmas’ as we lead up to the Christmas break. These topics will involve a variety of activities looking at the changing seasons, fireworks night, Diwali and Christmas.
Assessments
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTkEQxYTwPpU6dTQe8Kbfoc1TUwneTANNxU8cXl719oiXs34JNQ]Once the children are settled we will begin by observing and assessing the children to see what they can do. Our formative assessments of the children consist of observations conducted throughout the year as the children interact with adult-focused and structured play activities.  This information helps us to identify individual strengths/areas for development, to monitor each child’s progress and to identify their ‘next steps’ for learning. It will also form the basis for our discussions at Parent Consultation appointments. 


Skills to be developed in Nursery 
Below is an initial list of key skills that we would like your child to work towards; we would appreciate your help in encouraging them to reach these goals:
· To put on their own coats and do up their zips and buttons
· To independently use the toilets and wash their hands 
· To put on and take off their shoes (please avoid lace up shoes)
· To share and take turns with their friends
· To develop speaking and listening skills through ‘show and tell’, whole group and small group discussion
· To show good manners and respect for others

‘Show and Tell’
[image: http://photos.gograph.com/thumbs/CSP/CSP481/k4814732.jpg]‘Show and Tell’ is an opportunity for your child to bring an item of interest and share it with the class. It may be a photo, something linked to the topic or a favourite toy. Please refer to the attached weekly rota which you will receive at your initial parent/teacher consultation.




Things to bring to School
[image: http://www.kova-promotional-products.co.uk/WebRoot/BT2/Shops/Store2_002E_Shop1920/4F43/A960/0393/DD8D/8A02/0A0C/05E8/61D4/QD456_ClassicRed_2013_FT_Book_Bags.jpg]Book bag 
Book bags are needed every day for the children to put in important letters, their pictures and any other bits and bobs. Please ensure that children leave any toys at home, so that the book bags don’t get too cluttered. Please also ensure that water bottles are NOT put in book bags, as this may result in books/pictures getting wet and damaged.

[image: http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/21Zr6xA9AnL.jpg]A Bottle of Water 
Sipping water throughout the day helps to keep the children’s brains active. Children should bring a named bottle of water to school each day. Water bottles will be sent home each night so that it can be washed and refilled ready for the next day. No juice please.
[image: http://www.digidact.nl/Digidact_C01/UploadData/images/42/0/fruit_voorbeelden.png]Snack and Lunch 
In the morning all Nursery children are offered a choice of fruits and vegetables accompanied by a drink of milk or water. 
[image: http://c1.diapers.com/images/products/p/CC/CC-179_1z.jpg]If your child is staying for lunch on Tuesday and/or Wednesday please make sure they have an appropriate amount of food in their lunchbox that they like and that you would normally expect them to eat at home. This will then help us to encourage them to eat all they have in their lunchbox and will avoid them sitting at the lunch table for a lengthy period. Grapes – please cut in half lengthways to avoid the possibility of choking. 
Please be aware we are strictly ‘Nutfree’ in Nursery and school.

Spare Clothes
Please provide a small drawstring bag with a complete change of clothes should your child need changing for whatever reason. The bag may be left on your child’s peg and we will return it to you when it needs a refill.
Absence 
If your child is unable to attend Nursery please could you inform the school office by 9:30 am or come and see us when you drop off your other child/ children. 
Sickness 
Please do not send your child to Nursery if they are unwell.  If you need to administer Calpol or Nurofen before school then it is unlikely your child is well enough to attend Nursery. Children should remain at home for 24 hours after the symptoms have subsided, and 48 hours in the case of vomiting and/or diarrhoea.
Going Home 
If your child is being picked up by someone other than one of their usual carers, please could you inform your child’s key worker or another member of the Nursery team. This also applies if your child is going home with another child in the class.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Labelling 
[image: http://www.chogou.org.uk/ishop/fotl/SS201_Red_2013_FT.png]Please ensure ALL items of clothing are named including shoes. This will ensure all clothes are returned when children leave them outside or around the classroom. 

[image: http://www.creativeartgallery.co.uk/upload/U378696f_U378693_little_pals_green_wellies_creative_art_gallery_oxford_woodstock_oxfordshire_newweb.jpg]Outside Clothing
In Nursery we like to explore our outdoor environment, therefore, your child will need a labelled coat, an all-in-one waterproof and pair of wellington boots. Your child’s boots can remain in school for duration of the term but a coat should be brought in every day.
Useful Items
Despite our wonderful selection of school resources, we are always grateful in Nursery for the following items: tissues, kitchen rolls, boxes, miniature plastic bottles, washing up bottles, buttons, wool, thread, fabric, dressing up resources (bags, hats, shoes etc) and newspapers and anything else you may want to send in. We would also be grateful for any unwanted buckets, spades and gardening implements that you no longer use.
If you have any further questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to ask myself or one of the Nursery team.
Kind regards,
Mrs Chester, Mrs Abadee and Mrs Botwright
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